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Mr, Mungo McKerlie was horrified by the
white beauty of the statues* The human form
appeared to him most scandalously pagan. He
stood there, scowl ingty regarding a graceful
Mercury; ** Maister Knox would deal with
tliis/* lie muttered; " Gladly would he hurl
the Roman idol crashing to tne ground,**

Meanwhile a sleek black kitten, which had
been dossing in the courtyard, opened its large
green eyes and looked inquiringly up at the ill-
favoured stranger*

Now it chanced that Mungo McKetlic,
Younger of Marbrack, though he had witnessed
cheerfully the burning of a witch in Edinburgh*
and had watched with coldty scientific interest
a criminal in Provence being torn asunder
by wild horses, was physically fluttered and
nauseated by the mere presence of a cat

The kitten, as if becoming conscious of this
loathing, arched its back, dilated the dark pupils
of its ^teaming eyes, and then dashed out and
ran swiftly down the street*

At the far end of the piazza, a group of
children were laughing, wrangling, and joking;
the curly-headed TCggar~fcK>y conspicuous
amongst them*

The kitten paused a moment. One of the
girls snatched at it; but with a dexterous
wriggle it evaded her grasp and turned to tun
back to its former charters* As it passed
McKerlie, he kicked it with a'sudden vehe-
mence that drew from the hapless little beast a,